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About the Book

No longer the well-beloved, Louis XV is becoming ever more unpopular – the huge expense of his court and decades of costly warfare having taken their toll. As the discontent grows, Louis seeks refuge in his extravagances and his mistress, the powerful Marquise de Pompadour. Suspicions, plots and rivalry are rife as Louis’s daughters and lovers jostle for his attention and their own standing at Court. Ignoring the unrest in Paris, Louis continues to indulge in frivolities. But how long will Paris stay silent when the death of the Marquise de Pompadour leads to yet another mistress influencing the King?

Praise for Jean Plaidy

‘Jean Plaidy, by the skilful blending of superb storytelling and meticulous attention to authenticity of detail and depth of characterisation has become one of the country’s most widely read novelists’
Sunday Times

‘It is hard to better Jean Plaidy’
Daily Mirror
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Praise for Jean Plaidy

‘A vivid impression of life at the Tudor Court’

Daily Telegraph

‘One of the country’s most widely read novelists’

Sunday Times

‘Plaidy excels at blending history with romance and drama’

New York Times

‘It is hard to better Jean Plaidy . . . both elegant and exciting’

Daily Mirror

‘Jean Plaidy conveys the texture of various patches of the
past with such rich complexity’

Guardian

‘Plaidy has brought the past to life’
Times Literary Supplement

‘One of our best historical novelists’
News Chronicle

‘An excellent story’
Irish Press

‘Spirited . . . Plaidy paints the truth as she sees it’

Birmingham Post

‘Sketched vividly and sympathetically . . . rewarding’

Scotsman

‘Among the foremost of current historical novelists’

Birmingham Mail

‘An accomplished novelist’
Glasgow Evening News

‘There can be no doubt of the author’s gift for storytelling’

Illustrated London News

‘Jean Plaidy has once again brought characters and
background vividly to life’
Everywoman

‘Well up to standard . . . fascinating’

Manchester Evening News

‘Exciting and intelligent’
Truth Magazine

‘No frills and plenty of excitement’
Yorkshire Post

‘Meticulous attention to historical detail’
South Wales Argus

‘Colourful . . . imaginative and exciting’

Northern Daily Telegraph

‘Effective and readable’
Sphere

‘A vivid picture of the crude and vigorous London of those
days’ Laurence Meynell


Jean Plaidy, one of the pre-eminent authors of historical fiction for most of the twentieth century, is the pen name of the prolific English author Eleanor Hibbert, also known as Victoria Holt. Jean Plaidy’s novels had sold more than 14 million copies worldwide by the time of her death in 1993.
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www.randomhouse.co.uk/minisites/jeanplaidy
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