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CHAPTER ONE
 

Alex was thirty two years old and a very attractive man. People told him all the time that he was a catch. He had dark brown hair, brown eyes and a chiseled body. Being a fit, healthy six foot tall man, any woman would be lucky to have him but he still hadn't found his true love. Every relationship that he experienced ended with a cheating girlfriend, a better opportunity or they returned to their first love. He wanted to get married, settle down and have a family but every time he opened up his heart, it would be stomped into the ground.

His sister
, Peggy would tell him that he was too eager and jumped into relationships without giving them a second thought but Alex thought of himself as a romantic. Maybe it was time for change. Maybe he needed to take a step back and rethink his life.

He was
very proud of his success in the art world. Alex grew up in a family that appreciated all forms of fine art. His father passed away from cancer years ago but left him with a strong passion for treasuring priceless masterpieces.

Alex worked for years at the
Buffalo Art Museum as the youngest curator in the museum's history at the age of twenty eight. But after his father passed away, he decided it was time to design a venue that could house his favorite pieces. It was always a dream that he shared with his father.

The doors of the Lakeside Gallery ha
d been opened for two years and had achieved great success. Alex helped to design the rundown dilapidated building into a place that people could walk around and fall in love with the masterpieces just as he had as a young child with his father.

As h
e sat in his office and looked over the lake, he decided that he couldn't focus on the paperwork in front of him. He started to think about her again. It had been two years since the love of his life walked out on him and he still hadn't been able to let her go.

Emily Stone, now
Emily Mason was the reason that his past two relationships had crashed and burned.  He couldn't get her out of his head. Alex was a football fanatic and every time he went online, he would see the pictures of Denver's famous quarterback, Eric Mason. Alex wanted their relationship to work in every aspect but her heart always belonged to Eric and when he looked back, he never stood a chance.

Ale
x heard his assistant, Becca drop some contracts on his desk as she entered his office. "Are you ok, Mr. Smith?"

He spun around in his chair and smiled at her. "Yes, just thinking of someone that I haven't seen in awhile."

"An old friend?" she asked.

He grinned. "She was more than that to me, Becca."

She smiled. "Sorry, I didn't mean to pry."

He waved his hand in the air. "You didn't.
I’m just lost in a thought that I shouldn’t be. How are the exhibits coming along?"

"They are beautiful. Y
ou should come downstairs and see them."

“
That’s a good idea, lead the way." Alex followed her out of his office and walked towards the grand wooden staircase. He glanced around the upper floor and stopped as he reached Emily's portrait of her daughter, Emma. Those sections of the floor were from his personal collection and of those, his favorite pieces. He remembered the first time he met Emily and knew that he would fall in love with her. She was young but had a very mature attitude about her. He purchased her first public painting at a local fundraiser and made it part of his permanent collection.

He
turned away from the painting and walked down the main staircase and into the atrium. The centerpiece of the gallery was a large stone fireplace that sat against the far wall. He felt it brought certain kind warmth to the gallery.

"Mr. Smith, we put the exhibit over here in the west room.
I thought it needed more space. Are you ok with that decision?"

Alex walked around the room and viewed the contemporary art pieces. The
new artist was from California and very mainstream at that moment. "It looks fantastic. I'm very happy with your vision, Becca. You did a great job on your first exhibit."

"Thank you, I really enjoyed
putting all the pieces together."

Alex grabbed the folder out of her hands and flipped through the pages. "Do we have a meeting
with Ms. Matthews scheduled?" he asked.

Becca quickly responded. "Yes, she will
arrive tomorrow afternoon for a short meeting with you. Her agent said that she likes to see all of her displays before the show starts and she will be here for two nights to answer questions from the public."

"Sounds fantastic,
I think you have it all covered and because of that, I'm going to go see an old friend. I will return later this afternoon."

Alex left the gallery and hopped into his car. He drove
a short distance down the road to another gallery owned by his good friends, Henry and Barbara.

As he stepped through the door, he rec
ognized her perfume instantly and standing in front of him was Emily Mason.

 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO
 

Emily turned towards him and smiled. Alex quickly remembered how beautiful she was. Her brown eyes glimmered at him. She had grown her hair to her shoulders. Even though she was dressed very causally in her jeans and red blouse, she looked amazing.

"Emily, how wonderful to see you," Alex said as he smiled.

"Alex, it's been way too long. How are you?"

"I'm doing ok. I'm here to talk with Henry."

"He ran upstairs to grab the information from my last show," Emily explained.

Alex walked closer to her and heard her breathing stop as she took a step back. "
How are your exhibits going?"

"It's been incredible and it's all thanks to you. You made my dreams come true."

Alex smirked. "I'm very proud of you, Mrs. Mason."

Emily couldn't help but laugh. "I see that you haven't
changed, I used to love when you were so formal with me."

Alex
’s thoughts were interrupted as Henry returned. "Alex, what a wonderful surprise, what can we do for you today?"

"I wanted to let you kn
ow that starting this Wednesday. We will be displaying the contemporary works of Eve Matthews. I wanted you and Barbara to stop in. Her pieces are truly beautiful and original."

"Absolutely, I heard she was the next up incomer," Henry said. "Isn't it great to see Emily again?"

"It was definitely my lucky day that I came to visit you," he said as he glanced towards Emily. He smiled as he noticed the familiar blush spread across her cheeks. He missed running his fingers across it and feeling her warmth.

Emily tried to change the subject. "How's Sue?"

Alex frowned. "We broke up over a year ago."

"I'm so sorry
, Alex. I honestly thought you made a good pair."

Alex shrugged. "It wasn't meant to be."

Henry handed Emily the sealed envelope. "Everything you need is inside. You really have created a fan base here."

Emily smiled with pride. "What would I do without you, Henry?"

"Well, I do have an announcement to make and it's good that you are both here."

Emily frowned. "What's wrong, Henry?"

Henry looked at Alex and back at Emily. "Thanks to the huge success of your last show, Barbara and I have decided it's time to retire. We want to see the world before it's too late."

"Henry, I can't do this without you
r guidance," Emily pleaded. “You can’t leave me now!”

"Don't be silly. You have matured into a young professional
artist and whomever takes claim of your next show will not want to let you go. Just continue to have faith in yourself."

Emily hugged Henry. "I
really want to wish you all the best but I’m not happy about this."

Henry laughed.
"Thank you and Alex, I want to talk with you about buying my inventory. I want to know they will be looked after properly."

Alex nodded. "Of course but we can discuss that later."

"I need to run along. My mom is watching the kids,” Emily explained.

Alex spoke up. "I will walk you out, Emi
ly. Henry, I will be in contact and give Barbara my best."

He opened the
front door for Emily and waved back at Henry. He followed her towards a brand new black SUV. "Wow, nice truck."

Emily laughed. "Yeah, Eric insisted on
having a safe vehicle for when we were in town with the kids."

"I can't blame him. Are you getting used to the
rich and famous lifestyle?"

Emily smirked. "It's nice to be comfortable. We are trying to
be smart and plan for our future so we will always be taken care of."

"
That’s a smart way to live life. How is your family?”

Emily beamed. "They are wonderful. Eric is doing so well
in Denver. He is a true leader of that team. Emma has turned into a beautiful young girl. She started school and loves to draw like her mommy and Lucas is your typical boy. He is always into trouble and if Eric has his way he will grow up to be football player."

Alex smiled at her. "I'm so happy for you, Emily."

She frowned and reached out to touch his arm. They both felt the electricity instantly as she pulled away. "What about you? What happened with Sue?"

Alex leaned back against her truck. "Do you want the truth?"

Emily nodded slowly. "Yes, of course."

"She wasn't you. At the time, my heart was still broken. Maybe at a different point in my life, we would have been perfect for each other but she could see there was no passion.
I had no choice but to end it."

"I'm so sorry, Alex. I never meant to hurt you like that. I respect you so much and only want you to find happiness."

Alex smiled and nodded. "I know that I shouldn't ask you but would you like to have dinner tonight? A public place, just as friends, I would love to talk more with you."
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